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KELLY KIRSCHNER IS A REFORMER FOCUSED ON LOWERING COSTS, CHALLENGING 
CORRUPTION, AND PROTECTING LOCAL CONTROL… AS FORMER MAYOR OF SARASOTA, 

HE HAS A RECORD OF TAKING ON POWERFUL DEVELOPERS AND WINNING . 

 
Kirschner’s First Priority Is Lowering The Cost Of Living. “My first priority is lowering the cost of living 
for Gulf Coast families — and protecting the healthcare and retirement security you've already earned. 
On day one, I will get to work on: - Lowering insurance, healthcare, and prescription drug costs by 
creating an insurance backstop, repeal cuts to Medicare and Medicaid, and allow government to 
negotiate for lower prescription drug prices. - Expand affordable housing and stop Wall Street from 
buying up single-family homes and gouging renters. - Protect people with pre-existing conditions, and 
keep Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid, the promises they've always been – an earned right. - 
Invest in affordable energy that lowers your bills. - Tear up the tax breaks that let billionaires pay less 
than we do.” [Local Candidates, Kelly Kirschner, Accessed 9/29/26] 
 
As Mayor And Commissioner, Kirschner Took On Special Interests Like Developers, Walmart, And 
Florida Power & Light. “As a neighborhood activist, mayor and commissioner, he successfully took on 
interests like Florida Power & Light, Walmart and developers.” [Longboat Observer, 5/7/26] 
 
Sarasota Herald Tribune: “And Mayor Kelly Kirschner Has Already Suggested Publicly That The City 
Could Start Its Own Electric Utility, If FPL Will Not Make A Deal.” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 6/13/10] 
 
HEADLINE: “New Voice, New Hope In Housing Debate.” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 4/15/07] 
 
HEADLINE: “Some On City Board Criticize Downtown Project's Design.” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 
2/26/08] 
 
HEADLINE: “Sarasota Rejects Deal For Hotel In Close Vote.” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 7/18/08] 
 
Walmart’s Plans For A Supercenter Walmart Were Rejected By City Commissioners. “Sarasota, Florida - 
Walmart's plans to put another store in Sarasota are once again met with opposition. Last week, 
Sarasota city commissioners rejected Walmart's plans for a Supercenter Walmart and now the company 
is targeting the county, but needs the land rezoned.” [WTSP, 3/6/13] 
 

SYDNEY GRUTERS IS THE ULTIMATE INSIDER 

 
HEADLINE: “With Donald Trump Endorsement, Sydney Gruters Dominating Primary Field.” [Florida 
Politics, 5/13/26] 
 
HEADLINE: “Sydney Gruters, Wife Of R.N.C. Chair, Wins House Primary In Florida With Trump’s 
Backing.” [The New York Times, 8/18/26] 
 
Inside Higher Ed: Gruters, “A Political Operative And Wife Of Republican State Lawmaker Joe Gruters” 
Took Over The New College Foundation “Despite Having No Prior Experience In Higher Education.” 
“The changes come at a time when the New College Foundation is also under new leadership; Corcoran 
tapped Sydney Gruters, a political operative and wife of Republican state lawmaker Joe Gruters, to lead 

https://www.localcandidates.org/politicians/kelly-kirschner/positions/05c2289d-3457-4e9f-9749-b0db4c180585
https://www.yourobserver.com/news/2026/may/03/sarasota-former-mayor-joins-congressional-race/
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/local/homeowners-oppose-rezoning-that-allows-walmart/67-326690231
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/796134-with-donald-trump-endorsement-sydney-gruters-dominating-primary-field/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/18/us/politics/trump-gruters-florida-republican-primary.html
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the organization despite having no prior experience in higher education. Director of donor relations 
Alice Rothbauer is another hire from conservative political circles.” [Inside Higher Ed, 11/21/24] 
 
Gruters Made Over $270,000 In Total Compensation For FY 2025 At The New College Foundation. 

 
[New College Foundation, 990 filing, Submitted 12/11/25] 

 

…WITH CLOSE TIES TO MAJOR DEVELOPERS… 

 
Gruters Took A Max Donation From Carlos Beruff, CEO Of Medallion Home. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Medallion Homes Drew State Scrutiny For Its Actions Around The Long Bar Pointe Development For 
Intruding Into Wetland Buffers. “The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has issued a 
warning letter to Long Bar Pointe LLLP and Medallion Homes after finding violations related to a 
mangrove trimming permit in the area of developer Carlos Beruff's Aqua by the Bay project. On June 17 
and August 25, FDEP officials conducted on-water inspections at the Long Bar Pointe mitigation bank, a 
follow-up to two previous inspections by the department. FDEP inspectors observed instances where 
the foliage had been reduced beyond the permitted limits as well as trimmed tree debris left in the 
wetland area from a previous trimming event.” [The Bradenton Times, 9/14/22] 
 
HEADLINE: “FDEP Issues Warning Letter For Mangrove Trimming At Long Bar Pointe.” [The Bradenton 
Times, 9/14/22] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Contribution From Janelle Beruff, Owner Of Squared Engineering.  

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/governance/trustees-regents/2024/11/21/fight-over-new-college-florida-foundation
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/590911744/202503459349300840/full
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://thebradentontimes.com/stories/fdep-issues-warning-letter-for-mangrove-trimming-at-long-bar-pointe,31533
https://thebradentontimes.com/stories/fdep-issues-warning-letter-for-mangrove-trimming-at-long-bar-pointe,31533
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
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Gruters Took A Max Contribution From Mori Hosseini, The CEO Of ICI Homes. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took Max Contributions From John And Phillipa Cannon, Owners Of John Cannon Home. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took $7,000 From John Cox, Owner Of Halfacre Construction. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Contribution Of $7,000 From Jeff Jackson, CEO Of Cabinet Works Group. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Received $5,000 From Larry Lieberman Of The Barrington Group. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
HEADLINE: “County Wins Comp Plan Challenge From Long Bar Developer.” [Anna Maria Island Insider, 
2/28/17] 
 
Gruters Took $500,000 From A Major Developer During Her Time Leading The New College 
Foundation, Whom The New College Facebook Page Called An “Acclaimed Florida Builder, Statesman, 
And Civic Visionary.” 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://www.islander.org/2017/02/county-wins-comp-plan-challenge-from-long-bar-developer/
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HEADLINE: “Pat And Charlene Neal Fulfill $500,000 Pledge To New College Of Florida.” [Tampa Bay 
Business & Wealth, 6/5/25] 
 
The Donor, Pat Neal, Was Actively Seeking To Put Homes In A Flood-Prone Part OF Manatee County 
Despite The Objections Of Neighbors. “Billionaire builder Pat Neal wanted to put houses in a flood-
prone area despite neighbors’ objections, but commissioners rejected his request.” [Florida Phoenix, 
7/3/25] 
 
HEADLINE: “Powerful Florida Developer Hears A Rare Response From Manatee County: No!” [Florida 
Phoenix, 7/3/25] 
 
HEADLINE: “Manatee County Commissioners Deny Development Of Hundreds Of Homes In Parrish.” 
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 6/24/25] 
 

…AND INVESTMENTS IN DATA CENTERS… 

 
Gruters, Through Her Husband, Owns A Stake Of Up To $250,000 In ONE Nuclear Energy. 

https://tbbwmag.com/2025/06/05/neal-family-new-college-florida-donation/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/07/03/powerful-florida-developer-hears-a-rare-response-from-manatee-county-no/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/07/03/powerful-florida-developer-hears-a-rare-response-from-manatee-county-no/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2025/06/24/neal-communities-plan-for-440-homes-in-parrish-rejected-by-manatee/84316936007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx05p119950n00----c00----e004600v11xx05d--40--b--40--&gca-ft=192&gca-ds=sophi
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[Sydney Gruters, Congressional Financial Disclosure Report, filed 7/18/26] 
 
Joe Gruters Is Listed On The Advisory Board Of ONE Nuclear. 
“The Company has also established a world-class advisory board with nuclear, governmental and 
regulatory expertise, including Chairman of the Republican National Committee, Joe Gruters, Dr. Robert 
Hayes, an Associate Professor of Nuclear Engineering at North Carolina State University, Margo Black, an 
executive with over 40 years of international insurance experience, veteran lobbyist Slater Bayliss, and 
Chris LaCivita, a seasoned political strategist.” [Securities & Exchange Commission, Form 8-K, Exhibit 
99.1, 10/23/25] 
 
Powering Data Centers Is Prominently Featured On The One Nuclear Website. 

https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2026/10076103.pdf
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1846416/000149315225019001/ex99-1.htm
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[ONE Nuclear, What We Do, accessed 9/29/26] 
 
ONE Nuclear Bragged In A 2025 Press Release That They Were “Well Positioned To Meet Explosive AI 
Data Center Energy Demand.” “ONE Nuclear is well positioned to meet explosive AI data center energy 
demand, which is expected to triple by 2030 to 7.5% of U.S. energy consumption.” [ONE Nuclear, Press 
Release, 10/23/25] 
 
Gruters, Through Her Husband, Holds A $50,000 Investment In Ault & Company, A Private Equity Firm. 

https://www.onenuclearenergy.com/#What-We-Do
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251023352028/en/ONE-Nuclear-Energy-to-Become-Public-Company-Through-Business-Combination-with-Hennessy-Capital-Investment-Corp.-VII
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[Sydney Gruters, Congressional Financial Disclosure Report, filed 7/18/26] 
 
Press Release: “Hyperscale Data Announces Investments Made by Ault & Company Increased to $55 
Million.” [Hyperscale Data, Press Release, 9/3/25] 
 
Hyperscale Data Divested Non-Data Center Assets In 2024 And Owns Data Centers In Michigan And 
Montana. “Ault Alliance this week announced plans to ‘dramatically reshape its future’ and pivot to 
focus on AI data centers and divest its other assets. The company intends to change its name to 
Hyperscale Data, Inc. and its ticker symbol to GPUS. This change is expected to occur in September 2024. 
The newly-named Hyperscale Data will focus on its data center assets in Michigan and Montana.” [Data 
Center Dynamics, 8/2/24] 
 
HEADLINE: “Sentinum Owner Ault Alliance Pivots To AI, Will Sell Non-Data Center Assets.” [Data 
Center Dynamics, 8/2/24] 
 

…AND COMPANIES TIED TO CHINA. 

 
In April 2026, Hyperscale Data Entered Into An Agreement With The Chinese AI Company, AGIBOT, To 
Import 143 Intelligence Robots From China.  

 
[Securities & Exchange Commission, Exhibit 10-2, 5/11/26] 
 
Republican Congressman Tim Walberg Asked The Trump Administration To Investigate “National 
Security Risks Associated With Hypserscale Data” And Their Partnership With AGIBOT. “Yesterday, 
Congressman Tim Walberg (MI-05) sent a letter to Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick urging the 
Department of Commerce to investigate the national security risks associated with Hypserscale Data in 

https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2026/10076103.pdf
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/hyperscale-data-announces-investments-made-103000525.html
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/sentinum-owner-ault-alliance-pivots-to-ai-will-sell-non-data-center-assets/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/sentinum-owner-ault-alliance-pivots-to-ai-will-sell-non-data-center-assets/
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/896493/000121465926005936/ex10_2.htm
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Dowagiac, Michigan, assembling humanoid robots made with components from AGIBOT, a Shanghai, 
China based manufacturer.  ‘Foreign adversaries, especially the People’s Republic of China, remain a 
threat to America,’ Rep. Walberg writes. ‘Their military-civil fusion strategy and national intelligence 
laws that require citizens and companies to assist the Chinese government intelligence efforts when 
requested create risks for American companies who may choose to partner with them in key fields such 
as humanoid robotics.’” [Press Release, Rep. Tim Walberg, 7/29/26] 
 
PRESS RELEASE: “Walberg Sends Letter To Sec. Lutnick Regarding Risks Of Foreign Humanoid Robot 
Technology.” [Press Release, Rep. Tim Walberg, 7/29/26] 
 

GRUTERS’ INSIDER RELATIONSHIPS MAKE IT CLEAR SHE’LL BE PART OF THE PROBLEM IN 
WASHINGTON, NOT FIX IT 

 
HEADLINE: “Sydney Gruters, Wife Of R.N.C. Chair, Wins House Primary In Florida With Trump’s 
Backing.” [The New York Times, 8/18/26] 
 
Inside Higher Ed: Gruters, “A Political Operative And Wife Of Republican State Lawmaker Joe Gruters” 
Took Over The New College Foundation “Despite Having No Prior Experience In Higher Education.” 
“The changes come at a time when the New College Foundation is also under new leadership; Corcoran 
tapped Sydney Gruters, a political operative and wife of Republican state lawmaker Joe Gruters, to lead 
the organization despite having no prior experience in higher education. Director of donor relations 
Alice Rothbauer is another hire from conservative political circles.” [Inside Higher Ed, 11/21/24] 
 

SYDNEY GRUTERS AND HER HUSBAND HAVE INVESTED IN MULTIPLE AI AND DATA 
CENTER CORPORATIONS 

 
Gruters, Through Her Husband, Owns A Stake Of Up To $250,000 In ONE Nuclear Energy. 

https://walberg.house.gov/media/press-releases/walberg-sends-letter-sec-lutnick-regarding-risks-foreign-humanoid-robot
https://walberg.house.gov/media/press-releases/walberg-sends-letter-sec-lutnick-regarding-risks-foreign-humanoid-robot
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/18/us/politics/trump-gruters-florida-republican-primary.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/governance/trustees-regents/2024/11/21/fight-over-new-college-florida-foundation
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[Sydney Gruters, Congressional Financial Disclosure Report, filed 7/18/26] 
 
Joe Gruters Is Listed On The Advisory Board Of ONE Nuclear. 
“The Company has also established a world-class advisory board with nuclear, governmental and 
regulatory expertise, including Chairman of the Republican National Committee, Joe Gruters, Dr. Robert 
Hayes, an Associate Professor of Nuclear Engineering at North Carolina State University, Margo Black, an 
executive with over 40 years of international insurance experience, veteran lobbyist Slater Bayliss, and 
Chris LaCivita, a seasoned political strategist.” [Securities & Exchange Commission, Form 8-K, Exhibit 
99.1, 10/23/25] 
 
Powering Data Centers Is Prominently Featured On The One Nuclear Website. 

https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2026/10076103.pdf
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1846416/000149315225019001/ex99-1.htm


 
 

 

Page 10 of 19 

 

 
 
 

 
[ONE Nuclear, What We Do, accessed 9/29/26] 
 
ONE Nuclear Bragged In A 2025 Press Release That They Were “Well Positioned To Meet Explosive AI 
Data Center Energy Demand.” “ONE Nuclear is well positioned to meet explosive AI data center energy 
demand, which is expected to triple by 2030 to 7.5% of U.S. energy consumption.” [ONE Nuclear, Press 
Release, 10/23/25] 
 
Gruters, Through Her Husband, Holds A $50,000 Investment In Ault & Company, A Private Equity Firm. 

https://www.onenuclearenergy.com/#What-We-Do
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251023352028/en/ONE-Nuclear-Energy-to-Become-Public-Company-Through-Business-Combination-with-Hennessy-Capital-Investment-Corp.-VII
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[Sydney Gruters, Congressional Financial Disclosure Report, filed 7/18/26] 
 
Press Release: “Hyperscale Data Announces Investments Made by Ault & Company Increased to $55 
Million.” [Hyperscale Data, Press Release, 9/3/25] 
 
Hyperscale Data Divested Non-Data Center Assets In 2024 And Owns Data Centers In Michigan And 
Montana. “Ault Alliance this week announced plans to ‘dramatically reshape its future’ and pivot to 
focus on AI data centers and divest its other assets. The company intends to change its name to 
Hyperscale Data, Inc. and its ticker symbol to GPUS. This change is expected to occur in September 2024. 
The newly-named Hyperscale Data will focus on its data center assets in Michigan and Montana.” [Data 
Center Dynamics, 8/2/24] 
 
HEADLINE: “Sentinum Owner Ault Alliance Pivots To AI, Will Sell Non-Data Center Assets.” [Data 
Center Dynamics, 8/2/24] 
 

…AND HER CAMPAIGN HAS TAKEN THOUSANDS FROM A PRIVATE EQUITY FUND OWNER 
HEAVILY INVESTED IN HYPERSCALE AND AI TECHNOLOGY …  

 
Milton Ault, Founder Of Ault & Company And Chairman Of Hyperscale Data Gave Gruters $3,747.66 In 
2026. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 

https://disclosures-clerk.house.gov/public_disc/financial-pdfs/2026/10076103.pdf
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/hyperscale-data-announces-investments-made-103000525.html
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/sentinum-owner-ault-alliance-pivots-to-ai-will-sell-non-data-center-assets/
https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/sentinum-owner-ault-alliance-pivots-to-ai-will-sell-non-data-center-assets/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
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In April 2026, Hyperscale Data Entered Into An Agreement With The Chinese AI Company, AGIBOT, To 
Import 143 Intelligence Robots From China.  

 
[Securities & Exchange Commission, Exhibit 10-2, 5/11/26] 
 
PRESS RELEASE: “Walberg Sends Letter To Sec. Lutnick Regarding Risks Of Foreign Humanoid Robot 
Technology.” [Press Release, Rep. Tim Walberg, 7/29/26] 
 

…AND FROM UTILITIES ALREADY SEEKING RATE INCREASES.  

 
Duke Energy Corporation Employee PAC Gave $1,000 To Gruters In June 2026. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
HEADLINE: “Florida PSC Tells Duke Energy Its AI Data Center Rate Plan Is on 'Shaky Ground.'” [TFTC, 
8/27/26] 
 
HEADLINE: “Duke Energy Lays Groundwork To Lure Data Centers To Florida.” [Tampa Bay Business 
Journal, 9/9/25] 
 
WUSF: “Floridians Are Feeling Crushed” By High Electricity Bills And “It’s Even More Pronounced For 
Residential Customers Of Investor-Owned Utilities” Like “Duke Energy Florida.” “Floridians are feeling 
crushed by the rising cost of power in Florida. While electricity rates and bills are increasing for all 
customers, it’s even more pronounced for residential customers of investor-owned utilities, like Tampa 
Electric Company (TECO), Duke Energy Florida and Florida Power & Light.” [WUSF, 9/28/26] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Donation From Michael Corcoran. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Corcoran Is The Federal Lobbyist For NextEra. [OpenSecrets, Accessed 9/29/26] 
 

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/896493/000121465926005936/ex10_2.htm
https://walberg.house.gov/media/press-releases/walberg-sends-letter-sec-lutnick-regarding-risks-foreign-humanoid-robot
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://www.tftc.io/florida-psc-duke-energy-ai-data-center-rate-shaky-ground
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2025/09/09/duke-energy-data-center-boom-florida.html
https://www.wusf.org/economy-business/2026-09-28/what-is-behind-high-electricity-bills-crushing-floridians
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying/firms/corcoran-partners/lobbyists?cycle=2026&firm_id=243182
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NextEra’s Subsidiary, Florida Power & Light Company, Sought A $10 Billion Rate Hike For Electricity 
Over The Next Four Years. “Florida's biggest utility company is proposing a nearly $10 billion rate hike 
for electricity over the next four years, which environmental advocates say would represent the largest 
utility hike in U.S. history. Florida Power & Light Company (FPL), a subsidiary of Florida-based energy 
company NextEra Energy, outlined the changes in a petition filed in February with the Florida Public 
Service Commission, which regulates the state's electric industry. According to the document, the rate 
hike would include two base rate increases in 2026 and 2027, and additional hikes in 2028 and 2029 to 
cover the installation of solar generation and battery storage facilities.” [CBS News, 8/7/25] 
 

GRUTERS’ CAMPAIGN TOOK THOUSANDS FROM THE CEO OF A COMPANY PARTIALLY 
OWNED BY THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF IMPORTING 

CHEAP AND HARMFUL CHINESE CHEMICALS, UNDERCUTTING AMERICAN COMPANIES.  

 
Xianbin Meng Gave The Max Amount Of $7,000 To Gruters In June 2026. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
HEADLINE: “Despite Tough Talk, Florida’s GOP Supports This China-Backed Company In Tampa.” 
[Miami Herald, 12/6/23] 
 
HEADLINE: “Bondi Lobbied For China-Backed Company That Has Active Case Against U.S. 
Government.” [Miami Herald, 1/18/25] 
 
Gruters Primary Opponent Said Gruters Had Been Selling Access To Developers, Including Meng Who 
Runs A “Chinese State-Linked Chemical Manufacturer.” “I’ve said it on the trail for months: Florida is 
not for sale. I usually say it about the developers who’ve bankrolled Sydney Gruters’ campaign for 
Congress — the ones betting that she’ll deliver on zoning, on permits, on the deals that make them rich. 
But a sale needs two sides. A seller, and a buyer. And a buyer doesn’t hand over money unless they 
believe the seller can deliver. Here’s the public record on a second buyer at that table. It isn’t a Florida 
company. It’s a subsidiary of a Chinese state-linked chemical manufacturer — and its president just 
wrote Sydney Gruters a $7,000 check, months after the federal government received a formal complaint 
naming him personally. Additionally, donations were made by Todd Josko and Christy Brodeur, the 
managing partner and partner of Ballard Partners-the lobbying firm for iGas.” [Substack, Eddie Spier, 
7/23/26] 
 

AS THE POLITICALLY APPOINTED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
ADVANCEMENT OF THE NEW COLLEGE FOUNDATION, GRUTERS TOOK $500,000 FROM 

MANATEE COUNTY DEVELOPERS.  

 
Inside Higher Ed: Gruters, “A Political Operative And Wife Of Republican State Lawmaker Joe Gruters” 
Took Over The New College Foundation “Despite Having No Prior Experience In Higher Education.” 
“The changes come at a time when the New College Foundation is also under new leadership; Corcoran 
tapped Sydney Gruters, a political operative and wife of Republican state lawmaker Joe Gruters, to lead 
the organization despite having no prior experience in higher education. Director of donor relations 
Alice Rothbauer is another hire from conservative political circles.” [Inside Higher Ed, 11/21/24] 
 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/florida-utility-company-seeks-record-211808968.html
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/article281809333.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/article298718548.html
https://eddiespeirpin.substack.com/p/florida-is-not-for-sale
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/governance/trustees-regents/2024/11/21/fight-over-new-college-florida-foundation
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Gruters Took $500,000 From A Major Developer During Her Time Leading The New College 
Foundation, Whom The New College Facebook Page Called An “Acclaimed Florida Builder, Statesman, 
And Civic Visionary.” 

 
 

HEADLINE: “Pat And Charlene Neal Fulfill $500,000 Pledge To New College Of Florida.” [Tampa Bay 
Business & Wealth, 6/5/25] 
 
The Donor, Pat Neal, Was Actively Seeking To Put Homes In A Flood-Prone Part OF Manatee County 
Despite The Objections Of Neighbors. “Billionaire builder Pat Neal wanted to put houses in a flood-
prone area despite neighbors’ objections, but commissioners rejected his request.” [Florida Phoenix, 
7/3/25] 
 
HEADLINE: “Powerful Florida Developer Hears A Rare Response From Manatee County: No!” [Florida 
Phoenix, 7/3/25] 
 
HEADLINE: “Manatee County Commissioners Deny Development Of Hundreds Of Homes In Parrish.” 
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 6/24/25] 
 

MANATEE COUNTY VOTERS SHOULD SEE ON THE GO THAT GRUTERS HAS CLOSE TIES TO 
DEVELOPERS AND UTILITIES, AND HER ELECTION WOULD LEAD TO MORE 

OVERDEVELOPMENT AND HIGHER UTILITY COSTS.  

 

https://tbbwmag.com/2025/06/05/neal-family-new-college-florida-donation/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/07/03/powerful-florida-developer-hears-a-rare-response-from-manatee-county-no/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/07/03/powerful-florida-developer-hears-a-rare-response-from-manatee-county-no/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2025/06/24/neal-communities-plan-for-440-homes-in-parrish-rejected-by-manatee/84316936007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx05p119950n00----c00----e004600v11xx05d--40--b--40--&gca-ft=192&gca-ds=sophi
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Gruters Took $500,000 From A Major Developer During Her Time Leading The New College 
Foundation, Whom The New College Facebook Page Called An “Acclaimed Florida Builder, Statesman, 
And Civic Visionary.” 

 
 

HEADLINE: “Pat And Charlene Neal Fulfill $500,000 Pledge To New College Of Florida.” [Tampa Bay 
Business & Wealth, 6/5/25] 
 
The Donor, Pat Neal, Was Actively Seeking To Put Homes In A Flood-Prone Part OF Manatee County 
Despite The Objections Of Neighbors. “Billionaire builder Pat Neal wanted to put houses in a flood-
prone area despite neighbors’ objections, but commissioners rejected his request.” [Florida Phoenix, 
7/3/25] 
 
HEADLINE: “Manatee County Commissioners Deny Development Of Hundreds Of Homes In Parrish.” 
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 6/24/25] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Donation From Carlos Beruff, CEO Of Medallion Home. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 

https://tbbwmag.com/2025/06/05/neal-family-new-college-florida-donation/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/07/03/powerful-florida-developer-hears-a-rare-response-from-manatee-county-no/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2025/06/24/neal-communities-plan-for-440-homes-in-parrish-rejected-by-manatee/84316936007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx05p119950n00----c00----e004600v11xx05d--40--b--40--&gca-ft=192&gca-ds=sophi
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
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Medallion Homes Drew State Scrutiny For Its Actions Around The Long Bar Pointe Development For 
Intruding Into Wetland Buffers. “The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has issued a 
warning letter to Long Bar Pointe LLLP and Medallion Homes after finding violations related to a 
mangrove trimming permit in the area of developer Carlos Beruff's Aqua by the Bay project. On June 17 
and August 25, FDEP officials conducted on-water inspections at the Long Bar Pointe mitigation bank, a 
follow-up to two previous inspections by the department. FDEP inspectors observed instances where 
the foliage had been reduced beyond the permitted limits as well as trimmed tree debris left in the 
wetland area from a previous trimming event.” [The Bradenton Times, 9/14/22] 
 
HEADLINE: “FDEP Issues Warning Letter For Mangrove Trimming At Long Bar Pointe.” [The Bradenton 
Times, 9/14/22] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Contribution From Janelle Beruff, Owner Of Squared Engineering.  

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Contribution From Mori Hosseini, The CEO Of ICI Homes. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took Max Contributions From John And Phillipa Cannon, Owners Of John Cannon Home. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took $7,000 From John Cox, Owner Of Halfacre Construction. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Gruters Took A Max Contribution Of $7,000 From Jeff Jackson, CEO Of Cabinet Works Group. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 

https://thebradentontimes.com/stories/fdep-issues-warning-letter-for-mangrove-trimming-at-long-bar-pointe,31533
https://thebradentontimes.com/stories/fdep-issues-warning-letter-for-mangrove-trimming-at-long-bar-pointe,31533
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/


 
 

 

Page 17 of 19 

 

 
Gruters Received $5,000 From Larry Lieberman Of The Barrington Group. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Duke Energy Corporation Employee PAC Gave $1,000 To Gruters In June 2026. 

 
[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
HEADLINE: “Florida PSC Tells Duke Energy Its AI Data Center Rate Plan Is on 'Shaky Ground.'” [TFTC, 
8/27/26] 
 
WUSF: “Floridians Are Feeling Crushed” By High Electricity Bills And “It’s Even More Pronounced For 
Residential Customers Of Investor-Owned Utilities” Like “Duke Energy Florida.” “Floridians are feeling 
crushed by the rising cost of power in Florida. While electricity rates and bills are increasing for all 
customers, it’s even more pronounced for residential customers of investor-owned utilities, like Tampa 
Electric Company (TECO), Duke Energy Florida and Florida Power & Light.” [WUSF, 9/28/26] 
 

PINELLAS VOTERS ON THE GO SHOULD SEE ABOUT GRUTERS’ POLITICAL WEALTH, 
ENERGY-LOBBY RELATIONSHIPS, AND AI AND DATA-CENTER INTERESTS AND HOW HER 

ELECTION WOULD ONLY LEAD TO HIGHER COSTS FOR FLORIDIANS.  

 
HEADLINE: “‘Run, Sydney, Run’: Donald Trump Pushes Sydney Gruters To Run For Vern Buchanan’s 
Seat In Congress.” [Florida Politics, 3/24/26] 
 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://www.tftc.io/florida-psc-duke-energy-ai-data-center-rate-shaky-ground
https://www.wusf.org/economy-business/2026-09-28/what-is-behind-high-electricity-bills-crushing-floridians
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/786995-run-sydney-run-donald-trump-pushes-sydney-gruters-to-run-for-vern-buchanans-seat-in-congress/
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Inside Higher Ed: Gruters, “A Political Operative And Wife Of Republican State Lawmaker Joe Gruters” 
Took Over The New College Foundation “Despite Having No Prior Experience In Higher Education.” 
“The changes come at a time when the New College Foundation is also under new leadership; Corcoran 
tapped Sydney Gruters, a political operative and wife of Republican state lawmaker Joe Gruters, to lead 
the organization despite having no prior experience in higher education. Director of donor relations 
Alice Rothbauer is another hire from conservative political circles.” [Inside Higher Ed, 11/21/24] 
 
Gruters Made Over $270,000 In Total Compensation For FY 2025 At The New College Foundation. 

 
[New College Foundation, 990 filing, Submitted 12/11/25] 

 
Gruters Took A Max Donation From Michael Corcoran. 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/governance/trustees-regents/2024/11/21/fight-over-new-college-florida-foundation
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/590911744/202503459349300840/full
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[Federal Election Commission, Sydney Gruters for Congress, 2026 July Quarterly Report, filed 9/23/26] 
 
Corcoran Is The Federal Lobbyist For NextEra. [OpenSecrets, Accessed 9/29/26] 
 
NextEra’s Subsidiary, Florida Power & Light Company, Sought A $10 Billion Rate Hike For Electricity 
Over The Next Four Years. “Florida's biggest utility company is proposing a nearly $10 billion rate hike 
for electricity over the next four years, which environmental advocates say would represent the largest 
utility hike in U.S. history. Florida Power & Light Company (FPL), a subsidiary of Florida-based energy 
company NextEra Energy, outlined the changes in a petition filed in February with the Florida Public 
Service Commission, which regulates the state's electric industry. According to the document, the rate 
hike would include two base rate increases in 2026 and 2027, and additional hikes in 2028 and 2029 to 
cover the installation of solar generation and battery storage facilities.” [CBS News, 8/7/25] 
 
 
 

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/forms/C00945915/2014924/
https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying/firms/corcoran-partners/lobbyists?cycle=2026&firm_id=243182
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/florida-utility-company-seeks-record-211808968.html

	Kelly Kirschner is a reformer focused on lowering costs, challenging corruption, and protecting local control… As former Mayor of Sarasota, he has a record of taking on powerful developers and winning.
	Sydney Gruters is the ultimate insider
	…with close ties to major developers…
	…and investments in data centers…
	…and companies tied to China.
	Gruters’ insider relationships make it clear she’ll be part of the problem in Washington, not fix it
	Sydney Gruters and her husband have invested in multiple AI and data center corporations
	…and her campaign has taken thousands from a private equity fund owner heavily invested in hyperscale and AI technology…
	…and from utilities already seeking rate increases.
	Gruters’ campaign took thousands from the CEO of a company partially owned by the Chinese government, which has been accused of importing cheap and harmful Chinese chemicals, undercutting American companies.
	As the politically appointed Executive Director and Vice President for Advancement of the New College Foundation, Gruters took $500,000 from Manatee County developers.
	Manatee County voters should see on the go that Gruters has close ties to developers and utilities, and her election would lead to more overdevelopment and higher utility costs.
	Pinellas voters on the go should see about Gruters’ political wealth, energy-lobby relationships, and AI and data-center interests and how her election would only lead to higher costs for Floridians.

